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Talk outline

A Zealandia, the hidden continent
A Plate tectonic history and ocean crust of the South Pacific
A Past and present physical geography and oceanography

A Global energy transition and ‘critical minerals'
A Implications for New Zealand, Pacific, and World




Discovery of continents (by Europeans) d large land areas

Americas 1490s, Australia 1606, Antarctica 1820s
New Zealand 1642 (not Zealandia)
Zealandia 1960s (formallzed In 2017 after UNCLOS work)
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Discovery of plate tectonics in 1960s

Provides understanding of why continents are different to oceans
Plates separate (mid-ocean ridges), move and collide or subduct
Zealandia identified as a continent, based on bathymetry



